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Sansai Interview

17 March, 2025

Yuta Ando, Laboratory of Environmental Education

(Conducted in December 2024)

A : Dr. Yuta ANDO
—: Interviewer

— Let's start with the standard (?) question. What
kind of child were you when you were little?

A: I remember being called a strange child when I was in
primary school (laughs). I don't remember much more
than that. I think it was around junior high school and
high school that I had the events that led me to where [
am today. My high school was Tokai High School, a
private school in Aichi Prefecture. If making a
comparison in terms of the Graduate School of Global
Environmental Studies (GSGES), you could say that Prof.
Shigeho Fujii and Prof. Setsuhisa Tanabe were my
seniors. It was an integrated junior and senior high school
for boys. So for six years I had many different and
unusual experiences, which I think led me to where I am
today, such as wanting to go to Kyoto University and
become a researcher.

— What experiences did you have in high school that
aroused your curiosity about environmental studies?
A: Actually, I didn't think about environmental issues that
much at the time. What | was passionate about was the
“Saturday Programme”, an event organised by the Tokai
Junior and Senior High School students themselves.
Twice a year, they chose and invited guests from various
companies and universities to give a total of about 50
lectures via a symposium-like event.

— That is quite innovative. And you played a central
role in this?

A: As a member of the organising committee. I also
served as chairperson of the organising committee
several times. In all, I think I did it for five years, from
the second year of junior high school to the third year of
high school just before the examinations.

— Like a club activity?

A: Yes. I enjoyed hearing directly from experts about
various cutting-edge topics, and I was fascinated by
research.

— I see. You just mentioned your high school years,
but did you have any contact with nature when you
were young, including during high school? In
particular, tell me about any experiences that made a
deep impression on you, or that influenced your
worldview or personality.

A: Well, I don't think I had much contact with nature. But
I have always been very fond of science. For example, do
you know Jules Verne's ‘20,000 Miles Under the Sea’?
How do you pronounce the author’s name in English?
— Let's see... Oh you mean Jules Verne?!

A: Katakana English doesn't convey the message (laughs).
20,000 Miles Under the Sea is a science fiction story
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about a journey on a submarine called the Nautilus. I
really loved that kind of science fiction and science-
related works, and have since I was in primary school. So
even after I went to junior and senior high school, I was
fascinated by science and technology. I also loved hard
science fiction such as Ghost in the Shell. Also, as I
mentioned earlier, I also enjoyed inviting engineering
researchers to the lecture events when I was in school,
listening to them talk and showing them real things. So,
if anything, I liked science and technology rather than the
environment and nature. That's why 1 chose the
Department of Physical Engineering in the Faculty of
Engineering at Kyoto University.

— I'see. So you had a good fit for that kind of content.
I would like to know a bit more about how you got into
Kyoto University. First of all, how was your
undergraduate experience?

A: Yes. First of all, the fact that I was a ronin (i.e. studied
after high school and before entering university) for a
year was quite an important point for me, and very
frustrating. When 1 was a ronin, I took the physical
engineering exam at the Faculty of Engineering at Kyoto
University, failed and took the second semester exam at
Osaka University, but the day before the exam was 11
March, the day the Great East Japan Earthquake
happened. | was staying near the Expo Park and I still
remember the sound of ambulances and fire engines
leaving for Tohoku in the middle of the night. It was a
shocking year for me too, as it coincided with my life as
a ronin, when I was feeling depressed all over Japan. I
was lucky that I managed to hold on and pass the entrance
exam, because I still wanted to come to Kyoto become a
Kyoto University student. And although I was happy to
have passed and entered Kyoto University, the truth is
that it was not very interesting. I know it is not good to
say that though (laughs).
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— What was uninteresting?

A: Because it was a university, I was expecting so-called
‘academic studies’, but some of the lectures gave me the
impression that it was more like school or a cram school
for getting a job. So I started to get involved in various
organisations and events to see if there was anything
interesting outside of the department. I also started
getting involved in environmental activities, which is
when I realised that the environment was interesting.

— It was exactly around that time that I became
curious about environmental studies as well, even
though 1 originally wasn't that interested in the
environment, or didn't have much contact with it. I
would like to know what exactly triggered this?

A: If T was asked what motivated me to join the Faculty
of Engineering, I would say that I wanted to know more
about how society would change, rather than wanting to
create technology itself. So when I started to come into
contact with interdisciplinary and social topics, I thought
that the environment would be a good theme. Originally,
when I heard the word “environment”, I thought that
adults had ruined the global environment up until now
and that now it was up to our generation to tolerate this
situation and then try to solve it. And I didn't care about
that (laughs). Even though I was told in school classes
that we had no choice, I honestly thought that “You adults
should first solve this situation”. However, when I
thought about social change, 1 realised that
Environmental Studies is actually a forward-looking field
about how to change the future. And I thought this was
pretty interesting.

— I see. You came to be involved in Environmental
Studies because of your encounter with Prof. Misuzu
Asari, didn't you? I think that had a big influence on
your being here now, so can you tell me more about
that?

A: Well, when I was an undergraduate student, I joined
the student committee of the Kyoto University Co-op and
got involved in support projects, especially for new
students and study-related support projects. One of the
things that happened was that when I helped out with the
open campus, I was approached by Professor Asari, who
said, “We're going to hold an event, would you like to
help?’ The first event was a kind of job-hunting event that
brought together companies and organisations involved
in the environment. After that, I continued to be involved
and met many researchers and business people, which led
me to the idea that the environment is interesting, as |
mentioned earlier

— I think that is exactly what led you to be here in the
Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies.
But you came from an engineering background,
didn't you? You came from the Graduate School of
Engineering, I believe, in life sciences research. How
on earth did you manage to move here? I think that
must have been a very difficult transition.
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A:I'was really lucky, and also I don't think there are many
examples like this, so I can't judge whether it's a good
thing or not. When I thought about what kind of research
I wanted to do, my interest was still in technology, so I
thought it would be engineering. So I went on to do an
undergraduate degree, a master's degree and a doctorate.
I was involved in extra-curricular activities and research
activities in parallel, where the extra-curricular activities
were related to the environment and society, and the
research was in engineering and science. My doctoral
research was in biomechanics, which is a combined field
of medicine and engineering, where stem cells are grown
on microfabricated substrates and analysed using life
science methods. I was always close to the cutting edge
of regenerative medicine and interesting science right
from the beginning. But I felt strongly that I wanted more
contact and interaction with society. As I was thinking
about various things, including the pandemic, I was lucky
enough to be hired as a post-doctoral researcher by Prof.
Asari, who was at GSGES and told me that she had a
project on plastic.

Mouse ES cells used in my doctoral research
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— Did you have any doubts?

A: Of course I thought that I might not be able to make
use of the skills I had studied up to that point. But I dared
to think that in the future I wanted to be a researcher who
could make use of what I had learned in engineering in a
broad sense, and who was stronger in interdisciplinary
approaches than other people. So I decided to move to
GSGES.

— 1 see. What specific research have you been
involved in over the three years since you started
researching plastic?

A: There are so many different kinds of plastic products,
so I tried to classify them and determine what kind of
plastic products are really necessary and what kind of
plastic products are unnecessary. I spent the first year or
so writing a paper about it, because I wanted to do a
proper academic investigation about this topic.

— That is an interesting research question. Because
there tends to be a very simplistic argument that all
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plastics are bad. But as you say, there are some that
are absolutely necessary, so it's important to analyse
them. What conclusions did you come to?

A: The method we used was a questionnaire survey of
consumers, so the conclusion is from the consumer's
perspective, but the conclusion is that a certain number of
people think that disposable products are unnecessary.
However, what is important is that there is a certain
number of products that cannot be reduced, so I think it
is necessary to discuss this separately. As you said, I think
it's a waste to treat environmental issues as a zero sum.
And I don't think it's healthy that we keep dividing people
into smaller and smaller groups.

o)

Checking eco-friendly toothbrushes abroad
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—This is exactly what I wanted to ask you about next,
but the use of plastic is seen as a very serious problem
both at home and abroad. What initiatives do you
think are needed to tackle this problem, and in
particular to use plastics in a sustainable way?

A: I don't think there is an answer, but I think the
standard strategy is to avoid using plastic where there
is no need to use it, and then recover and recycle as
much of what is used as possible. However, if you ask
whether this is working in Japan or overseas, I don't
think this strategy has been that successful yet. The
circumstances in each country are different, and plastic
is used for too many things. As some examples, plastic
bottles and food trays have been successfully targeted
in Japan, and there are other individual examples.
However, I think we still need to discuss what the best
way is.

—In order to simplify this rather complex discussion,
I think it is possible to forcibly distinguish between the
production side and the consumption side, and discuss
both worlds. In particular, when it comes to behaviour
on the consumption side, I think it is quite important
to separate waste, etc. I would like to know if there are
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any problems in this area, or solutions that are
required.

A: This is a rather mundane idea, but I think it would be
good if each and every one of us took a little more
responsibility for the things we consume. For example,
when you eat an onigiri (rice ball), you can probably
imagine that the rice was produced by a Japanese farmer.
But when you see a plastic cup, I think we have become
a society where you cannot imagine where or how the cup
was produced. The same goes for what happens after you
throw it away. So I think it would be better if we could
imagine that. But if that were the only way to solve 100%
of the problem, there would be no trouble (laughs).

—In Japan in particular, compared to Western
countries, many things, especially food, are over-
packaged or sold in plastic. Moreover, this situation
has been introduced overseas quite a bit and is seen as
a problem. Do you have any thoughts or ideas on this
Japanese style of using a lot of plastic in consumption?
A: Of course. This is something that is often pointed out
to me when I talk to people from other countries.
Personally, of course, I think our plastic consumption
should be reduced. But more than that, I am more
interested in why this is the case in Japan today. Maybe
the reason why there are so many plastic containers and
packaging in Japan is not so much because of the
advantages of plastic, but more because of the historical
background. For example, at some time and in some
place, someone started using plastic in a particular way,
and that then became mainstream. Then, it either
escalates or fades out to a niche (Galapagosisation).
Naturally, there are advantages and disadvantages to our
current way of doing things. But I am more interested in
why things are the way they are.

— First of all, the speed at which values that people
take for granted change is extremely slow. People
don't like to change their worldview. So once
something has been established, most people
unconsciously follow it in their lives. So what has been
the norm in Japanese society up to now will continue
as it is in most cases, unless there is strong momentum
from somewhere to change it. That leads me to exactly
what I want to ask you about next: in order to build a
sustainable society, various social changes are
required at the same time, right? These include a shift
away from fossil fuels and from a mass-production
and mass-consumption society. In this context, there
are people, of which I am one, who think that we
should focus on trying to change society as a whole. In
other words, they think that the whole system should
be changed in a top-down way, through technological
innovation, diffusion and market change. On the
other hand, there are those who think that the whole
system will not change unless each individual takes
responsibility and changes his or her own behaviour
by first working on various issues at the individual
level. These two views are like two sides of the same
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argument, but they are at odds with each other. As for
plastics, what are your thoughts on whether it is a
social change or an individual lifestyle change?

A:1don't have a conclusion about which is right or wrong.

Of course I think both are necessary. I think the
interesting point of the study of the environment is how
to achieve systemic change. Have there ever been
examples in the past where something was set in motion
to change the whole system, and it changed as expected?
I feel like maybe humanity has never achieved that.

—If there are, I think that it is more that there are a
number of examples where humanity has worked very
hard together to create something new and
unprecedented. For example, humans went to the
moon, or opened up a completely new world, or
developed completely new technologies. However,
there aren't many examples where humans have
systematically solved environmental or social
problems that are very complex and have been
worsening over a long period of time, as is the case
now. I think there are a few, though.

A: Like the ozone hole?

— That is a very often cited success story.

A: But I think that is one of the simpler ones. But if you
think about cells, like those I used to study, even if you
know how each cell reacts, it is difficult to understand
how the entire tissue functions when many cells are
gathered together to form a living tissue. I think it's the
same as the hierarchical structure of a complex system,
which is often referred to, and I think it's difficult to
understand how the whole system changes if you change
any part of it. The field of Environmental Studies is about
thinking about this but more from a temporal perspective,
which I know is difficult. But it's precisely because it is
difficult that this field is interesting. So, to answer your
earlier question, I don't know which is more important in
the end. I think it's important for the system as a whole
that individuals change, and I think it's also important to
change from the top down. But I think what science can
do is to tell people that they shouldn't do these things and
that these things are definitely good. For example, there
is no doubt that it is better to reduce CO2 emissions, so I
think it is the job of science to present the options
available to achieve this, like “If we go in one direction
from there, that might be a mistake again”. Sometimes I
think it's human-like to keep a certain amount of variety
and diversity.

— I understand, that's interesting. Now we have a
situation where the world's problems are extremely
complex, and although humans have been aware of
various problems for a long time, there have not been
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many cases where they have been solved according to
plan. With this in mind, what kind of methodology do
you think is desirable or interesting when researching
environmental problems, which are becoming
extremely complex?

A: One of the things that I have not yet actually worked
on, but I hope to do in the future, is something similar to
what you are already doing. That is, I think it's important
to bring together the various developments in the field
and find out what the system is actually doing at the
moment. Another thing that I think might be interesting
is to think about the past, in the direction of history.

— You mean to try to learn from history?

A: It's more like trying to find out why the current system
was created. For example, if you think about why plastic
is used for this, I think it's quite interesting. What was
interesting for me recently was that the history of plastic
is about 100 years. As a little quiz: What do you think the
first plastics were made for?

An upcycled brand discovered in Phnom Penh
TSN TRBOVTET > T A TN T TN

—Bottles, for example?

A: No, at first it was made to replace ivory. In the past,
billiard balls were made from ivory, but elephants were
so overhunted that celluloid was made as a substitute. So
at first they made plastic to protect the environment. It's
ironic that the benefits of plastic have reversed to become
a problem now.

—It's interesting.

A: I imagine that if we think about these things properly,
we can understand why things are the way they are now.
—Thank you very much.

(Interviewer: Gregory Trencher)
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JST Sakura Science Program was implemented

(November 17-23, 2024)

From November 17 to 23, 2024, an on-site training
program was conducted with the aim of raising interest in
Japan's cutting-edge science and technology and
encouraging talented international personnel to study in
Japan. The program included practical training on
environmental issues in Japan and exchanges with
Vietnamese students. A total of eight participants, four
from Hue University of Agriculture and Forestry, two
from Hue University of Science, and two from Da Nang
University of Technology, participated in the program.
In the three online lectures that preceded the field training,
following an overview of the training in Japan, our
faculty members explained the principles of geographic
information systems, Japanese agriculture and the
environment, rural and Satoyama areas in Japan and the
environment, Japanese cities and the environment, and
new architectural initiatives in Japan’s rural areas and the
environment. During the field trip, the participants visited
environmental facilities such as the Kyoto City municipal
waste treatment plant (Sastena Kyoto) and the Konan
Chubu wastewater treatment plant in Shiga Prefecture.
They also observed waste sorting practices in local
communities, which made them realize the significant
improvements that needed to be made regarding waste
management in their own country.

During a visit to villages on the outskirts of Kyoto City,
participants learned about a joint effort by the local
community, government, and university to restore the
Chimakizasa bamboo grass, which had declined due to

Published by Sansai Gakurin, Kyoto University Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies

animal browsing. They also actively took part in the
harvesting of thatch, which is essential for maintaining
traditional thatched-roof houses. At La Collina
Omihachiman, a confectionery shop dedicated to
preserving the Satoyama landscape, they learned about
architecture that incorporates traditional Satoyama
wisdom. They were grateful for the opportunity to engage
with local residents who are willing to work hard to
sustain Satoyama activities, even as the declining
birthrate and aging population make it increasingly
difficult to do so.

In both training programs, our undergraduate students,
who had experienced living in Vietnam as part of the
student exchange program, also participated and had the
opportunity to learn together. We also provided
opportunities to interact with Vietnamese graduate
students who are currently studying at our Graduate
School to help them form a clear image of what it is like
to study abroad.

On the final day of the on-site training, the participants
were divided into four groups and presented their
findings. After each presentation, there was a lively
question-and-answer session involving the students and
faculty who participated in the training. After the on-site
training, the outcomes were presented online at an
international symposium hosted by GSGES on December
3. These activities seemed to have further strengthened
their motivation to study in Japan.
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GSGES holds Kyoto University International Symposium 2024 on Education and
Research in Global Environmental Studies in Asia: “Measures and Perspectives of
Human Resource Development through International Environmental Cooperation”

(December 3, 2024)

On 3 December 2024, the Graduate School of Global
Environmental Studies (GSGES) held the Kyoto
University International Symposium 2024 on Global
Environmental Studies in Asia in a hybrid format, with
the Royal University of Agriculture (RUA) in Phnom
Penh, Cambodia, serving as the main venue. The
conference, entitled "Measures and Perspectives of
Human Resource Development through International
Environmental Cooperation", brought together 360

Published by Sansai Gakurin, Kyoto University Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies

participants -- including researchers, students, and
private-sector representatives -- from 48 organizations
across 22 countries, mainly in Asia.

The event commenced with a video address from Kyoto
University President Nagahiro Minato and in-person
remarks from GSGES Dean Chihiro Tanaka, RUA
Rector Ngo Bunthan, and GSGES Professor Hirohide
Kobayashi, who chaired the organizing committee.
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These were followed by two keynote speeches, one by
GSGES Vice Dean Izuru Saizen and the other by RUA
Vice Rector Huon Thavrak. The presentations showcased
the institutions’ research achievements and future
prospects as well as introducing an educational model

focused on interdisciplinary and international
collaboration.

Afterwards, early-career researchers and students
presented posters based on three topics: (1)

Environmental Technology, (2) Natural Resources, and
(3) Global Ecology. The presenters then took part in
Q&A sessions that fostered vibrant and diverse
discussions.

The afternoon featured a panel discussion where
representatives from five universities -- KyotoU, RUA,
Hue University of Agriculture and Forestry, IPB
University, Bandung Institute of Technology, and Hanoi
University of Science and Technology -- actively shared
their thoughts on the topic of enhancing educational
curricula  through inter-university  collaboration.
Following this, a collaborative session allowed
participants to introduce research projects from their
laboratories and institutions and to explore opportunities
for cooperation. The day concluded with a poster awards
ceremony, presented by GSGES Dean Tanaka, and
closing remarks from RUA Vice Rector Huon.

The symposium effectively served as a platform for
strengthening  interdisciplinary and  international
networks, improving educational curricula, and
advancing international collaborative research. It also
provided a valuable opportunity for early-career
researchers to gain new perspectives through research
presentations and networking, laying the groundwork for
cooperation toward a sustainable future.

R RFEEES VR T A 2024 (7071285
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President Minato delivering his opening address
BRI L D=1
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The 45" Global Environmental Forum - “The merits generated by the biodiversity
in tropical rainforests: the multifaceted roles played by eco-tourism there”

(January 11, 2025)

On Saturday, January 11th, 2025, the Graduate School of
Global Environmental Studies (GSGES) held the 45th
Kyoto University Global Environmental Forum at the
Maskawa Hall in Kyoto University's Maskawa Building
for Education and Research. Under the title of the forum,
“The merits generated by the biodiversity in tropical
rainforest: the multifaceted roles played by eco-tourism
there”, Professor Takao Itioka (GSGES), Professor
Shinya Numata (Graduate School of Urban
Environmental ~ Sciences, = Tokyo  Metropolitan
University) and Professor Ayumi Onuma (Faculty of
Economics, Keio University) gave lectures on the
following three titles: “The fascinating tropical
creatures”, “Are tropical rainforests attractive to
tourists?”, and ‘“What ecotourism brings to local

communities and economies in tropical rainforest areas?”.

The Forum concluded with a Q&A session and a general
discussion involving all 50 participants. The Forum
fostered a lively and productive discussion on the diverse
and multifaceted effects that ecotourism in biodiversity-
rich tropical rainforests can have on the sustainable
development of local communities.

HIEKERBE i M D 45 BIRH R HIERER IR 7 +
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Welcome
Visitors to GSGES

between September 2024 and February 2025

1. October 3, 2024:

A delegation of eleven officials from the Directorate
General of Social Forestry and Environmental
Partnership (SFEP) in the Ministry of Environment and
Forestry of Indonesia (MoEF), as well as the country’s
Embassy in Japan, paid a courtesy visit to the Graduate
School of Global Environmental Studies. The school’s

dean Professor Chihiro Tanaka, Professor Makoto Usami,

and Dr. Yumiko Takemae received their visit, holding a
meeting with them. After introductory presentations on
the two organizations, in-depth discussions were made
regarding possible collaboration as to social forestry
through student internships and many other ways.
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I - BER— N F— Yy TREB L OEEH A v
R 7 KBRS ORER 11 408, HEREREES:

Published by Sansai Gakurin, Kyoto University Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies

L7z, AEIOBEH [2EIAR O LW 2 ERVE DS 22
i =2y — U AR R LA 5E
@T, 3HLDEBFIZLVELTFTDOHX A by, THEED
B Ay ) (MUERBRER AR - T EER)
Fﬂ WKLY — U R M E > TR 2 )
(RHEBSL R T BR BE i - VHH Bt #EER)
(B IRAR = — U X AN HU A2 &R I
T HD ] (B KRTFRRGEFH - kﬁ%@ﬁﬁ&)
THEHN T, W& 50 4 DBMEEBIZE D
BREIGE - A RERM TN E Lz, B0 7+
~7Afi\@®f%mi%%%ﬁ%%ﬁéﬁ%
AR TOTZ 27—, Mttt 2 O R 3 R (2
H.295%, ZHTEERDRIZOWNTIEHR %
R S hvE L,

HARGGEIMLE L, HPETE2EE, FHEE
IREET . MTRTHEETFBIB O DINE L E Lz, W
DFARE OBEE IR SNT-%, S EICET S
A U H— U HHMES A U7 [E R EEE O AT REM: 7 &
IZOWTE R TONE LT,

Page 13



Sansai Newsletter No.36

2. October 4, 2024:

On October 4th 2024, Professor Widjaya Martokusumo
and four faculty members from the Bandung Institute of
Technology (ITB) in Indonesia visited the Graduate
School of Global Environmental Studies, where they
were welcomed by Dean Chihiro Tanaka, Vice Dean
Izuru Saizen, and Professor Hirohide Kobayashi. They
are currently engaged in joint research with Professor
Kobayashi and Associate Professor Katsue Fukamachi’s
research group, and in relation to this, they exchanged
opinions on research and education programs, joint
research, student exchange, etc. at both universities.

202410 H4 H, A RETT « Ny RUTEK
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3. January 20, 2025

GSGES received a courtesy call from IPB University,
Indonesia, with Rector Arif Satria, Vice Rector Ernan
Rustiadi, and three faculty members on January 20, 2025.
Dean Chihiro Tanaka, Vice Dean Izuru Saizen, and
Professor Makoto Usami attended and exchanged
opinions about future collaborations between the two
universities. We are planning to hold the GSGES
international symposium at IPB University in FY 2025 so
that we discussed details for this event. We had a
meaningful exchange of opinions and confirmed further
collaboration in our educational and research activities
for the future.
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Awards
Awards Given to GSGES Members

between July 2024 and January 2025

1. 2024/7/20  Taira Hidaka (Associate Professor),
Yohei Nomura (Assistant Professor), Taku Fujiwara
(Professor) : Japan Society on Water Environment /

The Water and Environment Technology Conference
(WET) Excellent Paper Award

2024 4F 741 20 B A P (BRERBEZZEUER
%) . BRI (MERBREESEEINED | A

(HERBRBE 7R %)« AR AERVE N B AKER
i3, The WET Excellent Paper Award, i 3{44
“Insight into the Mechanism of Biogas Upgrading with
Hydrogen Addition in Thermophilic Anaerobic
Digestion of Sewage Sludgef’

Cartificate of Com tion
WET Kuvllont Pag

2.2024/9/10 Emi Takeyama (Professor) (at the time of
research: Ehime University) : The Japanese Society
of Irrigation, Drainage and Rural Engineering
(JSIDRE) / The Outstanding Paper Award of the
Japanese Society of Irrigation, Drainage and Rural
Engineering Award 2024
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3. 2024/9/15  Sahara Honda (Master’s student) :

Society for Environmental Economics and Policy
Studies / the Best Speed Talk Award

20244E9 H 15 H KM X135 (MBREREEZSE
TERAR)  BREERRWY - BURF4. Best Speed Talk
B, S EHEBS TREEF B S S5 O %)

.2024/10/3  An Qinglong (Doctoral Student) : APRU

Multi-Hazards Program / the Student Poster Award

2024 £ 10 A 3 B LBEHE (L IIERER)
APRU Multi-Hazards Program , fE7554ER A & —
. ZEH K AKX — “Traditional Knowledge of
Disaster Risk Reduction in Ancient Chinese Cities: A
Case Study of Linhai Ancient City, China”
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5. 2024/10/4 The works of the Urban Infrastructure
Design (concurrently Urban and Landscape Design of
Graduate school of Engineering) : Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism / the Urban
Landscape Grand Prize, “Urban Space Category”
Excellence Award (Chairman’s Award, “Urban
Landscape Day” Executive Committee)

2024410 H 4 B R T VA Vimn® Of
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6. 2024/10/13 Luna Asanuma (Master’s student) :
Japanese Society of Pedology / the 14th Poster Award

2024410 A 13 B & 38 (MERERBE A&
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17 March, 2025

7. 2024/11/28 Jian Xu (Assistant Professor), : The

Ceramic Society of Japan / CerSJ] Awards for
advancements in ceramic science and technology

2024 - 11 H 28 B FF fE (MUEREREE 7l
B ABEFENEARET I v 7 AR, B
79 [E1(2024 FEYAARE T X v 7 A RESRE,
B EERE T EZEHEN SRR = L ¥ — T
DWTZHTBLE L E RO BARS
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.2024/12/8  Zahra Salman (Doctoral student) : Arid

Land Research Center, Tottori University / The
Presentation Award

2024 4% 12 A 8 B Zahra Salman (HHERBREE4&
ERAEE)  BIORERREE  7 —
T 6 FEERIRMBL IR IER R R
7% [ Microbial diversity in the rhizosphere of
mangrove ecosystems in the United Arab Emirates

(77 7 REEA O~ /o —TEERICE
OO IRE R EY O S ERME) 1 LRSFEE
Henda Mahmoudi (International Center of Biosaline
Agriculture), FEEFFEZE (RERKF T 4 —/ R
B2 R 130
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